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To The King 

5 ws E following Diſcourſe, which was 

5 delivered before Their Majeſties, at 

the late Meeting of the Three Choirs of Wor- 

ceſter, Hereford, and Glouceſter, in the Ca- 

_ thedral at Worceſter, is (by a Gracious Per- 

miſſion) with all Humility inſcribed by His 

Majeſty's Moſt Grateful and Moſt Dutiful 
Subject, 

DO W. LANGFORD. 


OR, 1, 1 788, 
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WEDNESDAY, Avcvusr 6, 1788. 


Il. KINGS, IV. 7. — LATTER PART, 
LIVE THOU AND THY CHILDREN OF THE REST. 


HE well-known hiſtory, of which theſe words are 
a part, is expreſſed in ſuch plain and affecting co- 
lours by the writer himſelf, that it is almoſt unne- 
ceſſary to intrude upon the time or feelings of this 

aſſembly, either by pointing out the pitiable circumſtances of the 

widow, or the immediate attention of Eliſha to the words of her 
complaint. I ſhall however remark upon the former, that the wo- 
man had been the wife of a Prophet, and was bewailing the miſery 
of a fatherleſs offspring ; and, upon the latter, that the holy man, to 
whom ſhe applied for aſſiſtance, wrought a miracle, both for the 


payment of a huſband's debts, and the neceſſary comforts of an in- 
B dient 
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d gent family. Sell the oil, ſaid he, pay thy debts, and live thou and 
thy children of the reſt. | 

Let us here admire the wiſdom of the Prophet — One part of the 
benefactor's goodneſs might, for a moment indeed, have ſuppreſſed 
the ſorrow of the widow, and dried up the tear of the weeping mo- 
ther; but it was the other, which had the power to convey a /a/t:ng 
bleſſing. She might have rejoiced in the ſecret pleaſure of an honeſt 
mind, that the claims upon her huſband were ſatisfied ; and, in the 
tenderneſs of an affectionate parent, that her ſons again were free; 
but, when want returned, and the temporary relief was paſt, might 
{till have cried and wept, that He, who was to give food to her 
children, was dead. Eliſha therefore did not merely liſten to his 
cauſe of her mourning, that her ſons were taken to be bondmen, but 
added an effectual preventive againſt diſtreſs to come, He filled the 
pots with oil, fo that ſhe not only fold, and thereby cleared away the 
mark of reproach from her houſe, but ſet aſide full veſſels for her own 


ſubſiflence, 


I hope the obſervation hu made upon the ſtriking paſſage before 
us may not be thought unconnected with the ſolemnity and piety of 
the occaſion, upon which we are here aſſembled, and truſt that the 
provident care, ſhewn by the Prophet, for the efe&ual relief of the | 
widow and her ſons in his days, will give the fulleſt authority to the | 


ſame endeavours in our own. - 


The 
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4 ; The motives, which induced the Prophet to lend an ear of com- 
paſſion to the afflicted widow, may be ſuppoſed to have proceeded 
e | from the tender ſuggeſtions of a merciful mind, and the conſciouſneſs 


d | of a duty, connected with his office. He pitied the mournful ſtory, 


- | becauſea picture of wretchedneſs was unfolded to his view. He faw 
2 | a family without a maſter, and a wife without a huſband. To this 
ſt : was added the conſideration, that the perſon lamented had been edu- 
le | cated in the /ehool of religion; that, having there been trained to pious 
> | labours, he had bleſſed the ſacrifice, and inſtructed the people. It 
it | could not but appear particularly incumbent upon Eliſha to aſſiſt the 
er orphan houſe of Him, who had been dedicated from his youth to the 


is ſervice of God, and perhaps been inſtructed in that iar over which 
1t he himſelf had preſided. 


GI Conſiderations equally ſtrong, motives equally powerful, muſt both 
1e Kindle and cheriſh the flame of benevolence in the breaſt of hi con- 
5 gregation. A woman is here bewailing her helpleſs widowhood ; — 


is here pleading the cauſe of the fatherleſs; — is here telling us, that 


ſhe was once the wife of one, who feared the Lord. Let us therefore 


. liſten to the ſtill voice of that humane principle, which is natural to 
ne us, as men; and eſpecially becoming us, as friends to that religion, of 
e which her huſband was a miner. 

* | It could not be brought within the limits of ſuch diſcourſes as the 


* +. 4 * 8 


preſent, were I to enter minutely upon the hiſtory of th eder of men, 


who 


10 


| ED | 
who have been appointed to celebrate the ordinances of God. One | 
general obſervation is however, before this aſſembly in particular, to 


be made, — that, for the ſupport of the eſtabliſhment, there was 


granted no permanent inheritance. 


- 
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| Thus our Lord ſent forth the choſen Twelve, * to preach among the 
| Jews ; and the Seventy, among the Gentiles: That their minds 


might be entirely devoted to the ſervice of their Maſter, they were re- 
| quired to lay aſide all 7hought for the morrow. They were to carry 
with them neither purſe nor ſerip, nor ſhoes, nor flaves. It was to be 
the duty of thoſe, who received the blefling of their teaching, to pro- 


vide both food and raiment, becauſe the /abourer was worthy of his 
hire. 

Upon our Lord's aſcenſion into heaven, and converts ariſing from 
the preaching of the apoſtles, a ſociety was formed, and ambaſſadors 
were to be appointed, for the propagation of the new religion, In 
conformity therefore to the example of their Maſter, the Apoſtles ſet 
apart in the countries, where they ſojourned, men of approved fidelity, 


as teachers in Heir name. 


And that no interruption might ariſe to the ſtrict performance of | avaric 
their duty, it was ordered, that they, who thus miniſtered in holy things, | mgs t 


ſhould live by them. Thus the ſacred work was carried on by free gifts, | tythe: 


—— — — 


and the ſupport of the preachers depended ſolely upon the liberality of ated. 
| general contributions. Congregations in different towns gradually in- if not 


creaſing, 
. St. Matthew, X. 9, 10, — + St, Luke, X, 42 7. 
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; creaſing, and collections accompanying them, in proportion to the exi- 
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gences of the general or particular branches of the church, the Mi- 
niſtry was by that method maintained, and the knowledge of Chriſt 
continued to be ſpread, both in the days of the Apoſtles, and, after 
their courſe was finiſhed, for a long ſucceſſion of years. 

The firſt interruption to the original plan was perhaps not friendly 
to the cauſe of diſintereſted religion, at the time it was introduced ; 
but, when once eſtabliſhed, neceſſary to have been maintained; for it 
would have been a work of no ſmall difficulty to have referred the 


Miniſtry to its former dependence, when it was made a part of policy 


to preſerve the profeſſion of the Chriſtian name. 


Moſt deviations from eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, however they may hold 


forth the pretext of general utility, have their riſe in private views ; 


and were the ſeveral cauſes, at different times, and in different coun- 
tries, advanced for the alterations in the eccleſiaſtical revenues, impar- 
tially examined, they would, for the moſt part, appear to have pro- 
ceeded from no other neceſſity than convenience to thoſe who were 
at the time more particularly connected with them, and the intereſt of 
avaricious uſ/urpation. Hence aroſe every ſpecies of converting offer- 
7mgs to the uſe of particular ſocieties, and the ruinous commutation of 
tythes. Hence at one time they were appropriated, at another a/zen- 
ated. Hence again lands were exchanged for pecumary ſtipends; or, 
if not, their value diminiſhed by the allowance of an unfair proportion. 
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Theſe encroachments were anſwered: by the claims of Juſtice ; and, 
in ſucceſſive periods, attempts were made“ to lighten the burden, 
which rapine at firſt impoſed, and length of time confirmed. — Relief 


was occaſionally given, ſuited to the circumſtances of the times. Some 


requiſitions remitted, ſome impropriated rights reftored. +. But no 
effeftual remedy could ever be expected after the evil hour had ar- 
rived, when the maintnance of the Church was diverted from the 
original channel, and the natural ſupport exchanged for an inferior 
territory. 

To theſe cauſes muſt ultimately be referred the lamented degeneracy 
of the clergy, the ignorance of the people, the gradual decay of ruinous 
dwellings, abſence of miniſters from their congregations, and the nece/- 
fary diſtraction of their minds to a plurality of bengfices. 

Able advocates have not been wanting; and prelates || placed on 
high for the defence of the building, entruſted to their hands, have 
at different periods, as well by applications to the ſtate, as by private & 
donations, contributed to the increaſe of ſtipends and the augmentation 
of cures. 

At no time therefore ought Gratitude to be filent in commems- 
rating the pious endeavours of Thoſe, who have delivered down a 
permanent addition to that mutilated proviſion which now remains for 


the 


* By the Biſhops Latimer and Hooper. — + By the Queens Mary and Elizabeth. 
Under Queen Elizabeth, — || Archbiſhops Grindal and Whitgift, Laud, &c. 


& Archbiſhops Juxon and Sheldon; Biſhops Warner, Barrow, &c, Dr, Clarke, &c. &c. 
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the continuance of the parochial Clergy. Nor in ſuch Meetings as the 


n, | preſent ſhould acknowledgments ever be wanting to the memory of 
thoſe Princes,* who firſt confirmed the charitable inſtitutions of pious 


ne ' Founders by the neceſſary grants of charters; and eſpecially of that 
10 ; Auguſt Queen, + who augmented them by the gift of her own liberality. 


r- The various alterations in the revenues of the Church, to which 
£ . — 

he an alluſion hath here been made, have contributed to its pre/ent con- 

or dition; and upon theſe reaſonable principles it may, with due allow- 


* ance, be accounted for, if the parochial income be incompetent for the 
eſtabliſhment. Great though the misfortune muſt be, yet the remedy 
cannot eaſily be found; and it will call forth the depth of human 
wiſdom to adjuſt a means proportionable to the magnitude of the end. 


Plauſible ſchemes may occa/ionally be propoſed, and temporary 


meaſures partially adopted; but it will require the hand of a very 
{ſkilful workman to reſtore a Fabric, which, from various cauſes, hath, 


by a gradual ſucceſſion of events, been Falling into decay. 


But, though one general medicine cannot be applied to the whole 


diſeaſe, an application may yet be uſed for the relief of that part in the 


body, where its influence is more ſenſibly felt: or, in plainer words, 


though we have not the ability to remove the complaints of the whole 
Church itſelf, we may however uphold any of its members, who, in 


their neceſſitous ſtate, ſhall moſt depend upon our atiiſtance, 


It 


King Charles II. William and Mary. — + Qucen Anne. 


( 72 ) 
It is for this purpoſe that, among other, the preſent Meeting hath 
been inſtituted, and the hand of Charity hath been occafronally 


| ſtretched forth, to ſave from falling the houſe of that Miniſter, whoſe 


lender income, and neceſſary appearance, ſuperior perhaps to that 
income, allowed but a ſmall re/erve for that mournful day, when 


Providence and Nature ſhould bring it to an end. 


I ſhall therefore now confine myſelf to the immediate object of h 


Celebrity, and endeavour to draw your attention to the circumſtances 
of Thoſe, for whom I ſhall ſolicit your Benefactions. 


Painful though the taſk may be, and diſtreſſing to the feelings of 


the tender heart, I muſt yet hold to the eye of your imagination ſome 


faint image of that affliction, which cannot but oppreſs the houſe of 


a Miniſter, the thread of whoſe life hath been cut aſunder either by 


the untimely ſtroke of accident or the lingering waſte of nature. 


The outline of the picture preſents uo objects to our view, the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs. — When we examine the colouring with a 
clofer eye, we behold theſe characters drawn in the melancholy atti- 
tude of the deepeſt ſorrow. The widow hath not only loſt her huſ- 
band, and is weeping over her children without a father, but is 
ſhrinking back at the hideous form of poverty. For where are the 
ſtreams of plenty now to flow, when the ſpring is dried up ? — When 
her friend and help was yet alive, ſhe rejoiced in the comforts of a 


poſſeſſion, though not of /þlendor, at leaſt of reſpect. She received 
attention 
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attention from her ſuperiors, was courted by her equals; and, from 
the frequent opportunities of doing good, reverenced by the Poor. — 
Her children, next to the partner of her life, the firſt objects of her 
affection, grew up, as in ſtature, fo alſo in wiſdom; and, as a mind, 
improved by inſtruction, naturally looks forward to a ſtation far re- 
moved from the level of Ignorance, they perhaps once had caſt an 


eye to a high reward, the juſt recompence of ſuperior merit. 


But let us reverſe the ſcene, when He, from whom alone theſe 
bleſſings could be derived, is called away, and his houſe ſhall become 
the ſeat of mourning. — The wife is reduced to the narrowneſs of a 
contratted income, diſpoſſeſſed of her dwelling, and, at length, may 
ſubmit to ſervitude. — Too often reſpect takes its wing, when afflu- 
ence, its uſual nouriſhment, remains no more. Veneration, which 


glanced from the Huſband's character upon the whole family, is ſuc- 


ceeded by difference : former friendſhips, once eagerly profeſſed, 
gradually languith into ii, diſregard or ceremonious contempt. The 
Son, a partaker of this ſad change, at once beholds his blaſted hopes. 
The fair proſpect, with which he had reaſonably flattered his aſpi- 
ring mind, is obſcured by a darkneſs truly to be felt. And thus the 
mother on one fide, and the child on the other, are left as objects of 
pity to thoſe, who ſhall not have forgotten their former proſperity. 


Compaſſion indeed will, even involuntarily, force its way into 


the heart of a congregation, which hath been accuſtomed to reverence 
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the perſon, receive the doctrine, and admire the character of a faith- 
ful ſhepherd, under whoſe care his flock had been led to the Waters 
of Comfort. 'This generous diſpoſition will be accompanied with 
acts of beneficence, In general however, the ſeveral individuals, 
who wiſh to promote ſo commendable a work have the mortification 
to find, that if their private endeavours can merely ſupply a temporary 
relief, all hopes of raiſing a permanent good are ſcattered with the 
wind. 

But where private collections fail, to the pride and honour of hat 
country, in which We have the happineſs to live, there is yet acceſs 
to the Public; and the voice of Charity is ſuffered to be heard, when 
it appeals to the feelings of all. 

Upon this pillar of Benevolence have been raiſed many occafional 
ſtructures. Hence aſſociations among the clergy themſebves, contribu- 
tions with the ſanction of Diocgſans, public meetings under the direction 
of particular Churches. 

And as the human heart is by no outward impulſe ſo ſtrongly af- 
fected, or ſo tenderly diſpoſed, as by the voice or ſounds of Melody, 
the wiſdom of Inſtitutors hath called in this powerful indeed, but: 
reaſonable charm : They have invited the expanſion of the liberal 
mind at a moment, when the bleſſings of the Almighty, who maketh 


poor and maketh rich, are ſounded in the ears of the aflembly.. 
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If there be truth in the orical references of this diſcourſe; if 


there may t hence be drawn a reaſonable apology for the deſtitute con- 


dition of many a widow and many an orphan ; if the forlorn ſtate 


alſo, which I have endeavoured to repreſent, be no aggravation, but 
a ſimple detail of real diſtreſs ; then perhaps there may be no neceſſity 


for any farther appeal to Your bounty. If the deſign of this Meeting, 


and the Celebrity now accompanying it, be thoroughly underſtood, 


there cannot on is day in particular be danger, but a ſenſe of pious 
duty, encouraged by the GRACIOUS PRESENCE OF THE 
FIRST EXAMPLES IN THIS KINGDOM, and confirmed by 
the impreſſion of harmony, will open the ſprings of the generous 
mind, and draw forth the gifts of a liberal contribution. 


Let me however be permitted to add, that Mercy and Goodneſs are 


the attributes of God; that Man, whom he made, in nothing fo nearly 


approaches his Author, as when he attempts to imitate him in 7515 


perfection. And, if works of Benevolence can be exerciſed in any 
way more pleaſing to Him than another, it ſurely cannot be /ea/?, in 


refreſhing the broken heart of that widow, whoſe huſband was bis 


ſervant. — Whoever beſtows his benefaction here, ſhould remember 


that he doth it, not becauſe ſhe is a coidow, and having enjoyed a 


fairer portion, is now reduced to poverty, but becauſe her huſband 


was a Teacher of the Goſpel. — Whoever throws in his mite, to raiſe 


up her fatherleſs offspring, will be inwardly ſatisfied with 7h1s re- 
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1 
flexion, that He, as well as Eliſha, hath not ſuffered the houſe of 


him, who feared the Lord, to. periſh without regard. — Hence will 
ariſe, at the preſent moment, the ſecret pleaſure. of diſcharging an 


important duty, and at the hour of his death, the well-grounded ex- 
pectation of a heavenly reward. For what ſhall be done 70 7heſe little 


ones, he knows is done to the houſehold of his Saviour. 


To this firſt of motives let me, in the /aft place, add the generous 
pride which will hence ariſe to all the friends of the Eſtabliſbed Church. 
If, from the donations of its true Advocates, ſuch a ſum were once 
contributed, as to lay a ſtrong foundation for a laſting fund, and the 
ſons of the parochial Clergy, whenever they ſhould fall into diſtreſs, 
could be properly nurtured in 75¹5 boſom, the enemy of the reformed 


religion would not have this advantage againſt us, nor- inſult this 
infirm part of the Eſtabliſhment. Though they might attack the 


Doctrines, which of themſelves are able to repel the dart, yet would 


they then have no reaſon to glory, that though the Hem itſelf be 


firong, the teachers are rendered weak ; and though the Church of 
England be rich, the Miniftry and their Children are poor. 


That God may, at all times, give a bleſſing to the Church, which he 
hath planted, we beg-for Chriſt's ſake. To whom, &c. &c. 
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